
 Sustainability
at Espiche Golf

Espiche Golf takes an exceptional pride in its responsibility
of its course maintenance and its history in environmental
research. We are committed to an ongoing process of research
and development for sustainability. For many years we have
been a monitored course on an environmental program linked
to the University of Algarve and various departments within The
Commission of Coordination of the Algarve (C.C.D.R.A).

Espiche Golf has been selected as a case
study by the Portuguese Golf Federation
and the UK's prestigious Sports Turf Research
Institute (STRI) as one of the yearly visited
courses in Europe for the winners of the
prestigious "Golf Environment Awards" as
an example of Best Management practices
and for its unique integration into the existing
landscape with use of warm season grasses.

Espiche Golf is also a participating member
on "GEO Foundation" OnCourse® program,
committed to continually improve in important
sustainability areas of nature, water, energy,
supply chain, pollution control and community.  



 Nature Reserve
The land in which the course was built is classified as an
Ecological Reserve. This classification is given because the
land is of a geological structure of a karst rock (Limestone)
with a natural  Aquifer, a water lens below it.

The covering landscape of this geological structure is of a
fragile morphology that has taken thousands of years to
establish itself. In seasons of high rainfall this morphology
helps stop the erosion of soils to lower water lines, while also
helping retain water to percolate through the soils and rocks
strata to replenish the aquifer.  

Water is one of the most critical management issues for golf
facilities. Regardless of location and climate, it is important to
demonstrate a responsible approach to water management in
terms of consumption and the quality of water. On a monthly
basis water analysis data and water consumptions stats are
sent to the ministry of the environment. The warm season
grasses (Bermuda and Paspalum) used at Espiche Golf allows
to reduce water consumption up to 1/3 when compared to
other courses in the region.

The planting of indigenous
trees and warm season drought
tolerant grasses within this
landscape has enriched the
morphology and helped secure
the environment from further
erosion, while also increased the
areas capacity for percolation of
water to the underlying aquifer.

Lakes, streams and groves of
trees have been added, enriching
the biodiversity of the area and
creating one of nature's sanctuaries.

Wa ter Communit yEnerg yIntegration The Course

The course is constructed of
warm season grasses including
the "Greens" making this the only
course in this part of the world
with such characteristics. Warm
season grasses are able to cope
with lesser water consumption 
and fertilization.

Our privileged geographical
location while being incredibly
beautiful is also one of an extreme
micro climate. With the consistent
rising of temperatures and the
predicted and experienced lesser
rainfall in this part of Europe, the
course has been designed to cope
with these changes in mind.

The Clubhouse

Our World renown "Award Winning
Club House", is of a spectacular
modern design and was built on
the site of an old "Algarvian" farm
house. All the original stone from
the pre-existing ruin has used in
the lower walls of the outside
structure to maintain the sense of
history and place. The rest of the
natural stone used in the walls has
come from the surrounding land. 

All laminated woods used in its 
structure have been selected from
sustainable source then worked
locally. Heat source pumps maintain
the climate of the building.



 

Espiche Golf maintains a permanent link
with the local Council and schools. 
Our Golf Professional teachs children of
local public schools for 1 hour per week at
no cost.

Our employees are aware of their
environmental responsibility and we have
already implemented some new routines
on the work daily basis such as reutilization

of paper in the office, replacement of the
plastic cups for glass ones, segmentation of
waste and of course recycling.

Staffing

It is Espiche Golf's policy to always employ
locally, helping the sustainability of the area
and its economy.

Education

Until the end of 2022, Espiche Golf will be installing its own “Solar Energy Harvesting System”
of 340 solar panels on its adjacent land, this will provide sufficient passive energy to run all our
installations including the Clubhouse during the daylight hours.

Portugal and the Algarve have been under a severe drought for 5 years. It is one of the Espiche Golf
maintenance team’s goals to reduce water consumption on the course by 25% in 2022.

In 2022, two electric car charging units will be installed in the parking lot.

The Future
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